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Abstract—We propose a Global Unification Model of Studies
where the subjects, which follow a same educational plan inside
of a specific state or country, can be selected by students from
any place inside of that state/country. This proposal increases
the university’s flexibility providing to the students the option
of selecting subjects given for teachers of other universities. In
addition we promote the unification of studies’ plans to
facilitate the subjects’ selection and to step forward for a future
global unification.

I. INTRODUCTION

W

E have to take into consideration the current trend to
a high education studies globalization to allow
students of different places to work in a foreign country
without problems derived from their curricula or previous
studies. Therefore, a particular student that had done his/her
studies in Spain could go to any country of the European
Union without to normalize the degree or the titles obtained
previously. It facilitates a fluent movement of prepared
people inside of the continent. At the same way that frontiers
and different kinds of currency made difficult the
transactions and emigration, different kinds of studies make
that students of separated areas don’t have the flexibility and
freedom needed to continue promoting a globalization.
To contribute to continue with a studies’ globalization, we
propose an approach that consists of unifying most of the
subjects of a specific degree, which will allow students to
choose among different universities the subjects that they
think is better for them. In other words, a student will be
able to have many subjects of different universities.
At the following sections we are going to explain the
content of this approach, where will take into account the
current state of the high education studies, the benefits of our
proposal and other interesting issues related with it.

II. CURRENT STATE OF HIGHER EDUCATION
The most common way of doing a high education degree
is to study all the subjects proposed by the university’s plan
for that degree, and doing it assisting to the classes of that
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specific university. However, the current trend of e-learning
is updating the existing model, mixing the face to face
classes with online lessons [1][3]. Indeed, some degrees
allow students to perform their practices and to read material
from their homes through an e-learning platform. In
addition, there are diverse kinds of agreements to send
students to other countries for studying there, and after that,
their passed subjects will be ratified with the local ones in
their base university. This program is called Erasmus
(European Community Action Scheme for the Mobility of
University Students), and as its name says, it consists in
generate a mobility environment for students who want to
study some of their subjects out of their country to improve
their foreign language among other characteristics. It is a
beginning of globalization outside of the frontiers, but it still
continues being so far to reach what we are talking about.
Therefore, with the introduction of new technologies and
the current bandwidth of internet connection we are able to
modify our style of doing learning [2]. Thus, everyone can
take advantage of the benefits provided by the new models
and the new trends.

III. GLOBAL UNIFICATION MODEL
The first step to achieve a globalization of higher
education contents is to unify the contents into the own
country. Once unified inside of a particular country, it is
easier to talk about unification outside of it because there are
not too many different studies’ plans to discuss. Therefore,
we are going to start with a local unification to reach a future
global unification. However, our main goal is more focused
on the students, which will be able to select subjects from
many universities to promote the choice freedom and a more
flexible learning.
If we take a specific degree from two different places into
a specific country like Spain, we can find some changes
among them. For this example we are going to take the
studies’ plan from the University of Castilla-La Mancha and
from the University of Barcelona related with the Computer
Science degree.

816

PROCEEDINGS OF THE FEDCSIS. WARSAW, 2014

always at least a minimum percentage of subjects of that
university, for example the fifty percent. Thus, the student
will belong to that university and s/he will be able to take
advantage of the benefits promoted by it.
Obviously, each university will have their own specialties,
but we are talking about a unification of the bases and main
subjects of a specific degree. Thus, the common aspects,
which form the degree, will be kept; and each university will
propose their own specific areas that make it different [6].
Once we have unified the subjects of a determined
country, we can face the challenge of unifying the subjects
and plans of the European Union in an easier way. However
the scope of this paper is focused firstly on local universities,
but in the future we will step forward to reach the European
scope [7].
Figure 1. Studies’ plan for the first course at the UCLM and UB.

IV. BENEFITS OF THE GLOBAL UNIFICATION MODEL
As we can see at the previous figure (Figure 1) there are
similar subjects but with different nomenclature. It could
confuse students when they want to compare among
universities’ plans to choose a specific subject. The first
approximation to reach the globalization is to unify the
subjects, in other words, we have to allow that subjects of
different universities but which correspond with the same
degree, can be ratified on any university with the same
degree. It is the beginning to let the students to choose a
specific subject from other university. Therefore, if we get
the goal, students will have the freedom to choose in case
they want a subject of another university because of the
teacher’s quality or the methodology followed.

Figure 2. Unification model.

At the figure 2 we can see how two different students (one
enrolled in the University of Castilla-La Mancha, and
another one enrolled in the University of Barcelona) choose
the subjects that they think better for them due to particular
circumstances. One aspect to take into consideration is that
any student enrolled into a specific university has to select

The unification of subjects’ nomenclature and studies’
plans makes easier for students to select them from each
university. But the question could be, Why would a student
want to choose the same subject from a different university?.
Each student has a diverse set of motives that could bring
him/her to a determined decision. For example:
- Could happen that a subject is taught by a teacher of
another university that explains very well the content.
- Maybe the practices performed in another university
are clearer than the practices provided by the current
university.
- Due to that more content is explained at the other
subject, or in the opposite side, due to that less
content is explained at the other subject.
- Maybe the relation with a specific teacher is not as
good as a student would want to have and s/he prefers
to take the lessons from another person.
- If the student prefer an online learning, it is possible
that a subject from another university provides a
better experience with that kind of contents.
Previous sentences are related with possible reasons that a
determined student could have in mind. However, the
student could study the whole set of subjects at the
university where s/he is enrolled. This model provides to the
students with the possibility of choice, which makes
universities’ plans more flexible and adaptable to each
student [5]. Moreover, depending of the amount of students
in a determined subject, it can show that something is
happening in relation with that subject. It gives the
possibility to the educational institution to pay more
attention on it and to find out more about the motives of the
lack or excess of students. Therefore, universities can get a
lot of conclusions in relation with the enrolments and all the
aspects related with them.
This solution is in line with the current trend of emerging
technologies and new models of learning related with the
online learning [4]. Therefore, it is a modern model that
facilitates the access to the university to people that cannot
deal with the expenses related with housing or another issues
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related with higher studies. In other words, students have the
possibility of studying from their homes, saving a big
amount of money. Something to take into account is that
obviously they have to go sometimes to the university to
perform exams or other necessary aspects that cannot be
made from home.
The result of promoting the e-learning offers some
benefits for both students and university. Some of them:
- A bigger amount of enrollments, due to opening the
possibility of studying to more people. It gives more
money to the university.
- Less people at class due to the division among offline
and online students. It facilitates the personal learning
and the university doesn’t need big classes to perform
the lessons. Fewer students at class allows them to
have more attention from the teacher and the labor of
teaching is easier for him/her.
- In case of necessity of computers or another type of
hardware, with less people the quality of the practices
is better because those students have more possibility
to use those elements.
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V. CONCLUSION
Technologies, methodologies and models are evolving to
improve the learning; therefore educational institutions have
to do the same and don’t leave aside this trend. Moreover,
the current trend is focused on the globalization and
unification of studies plans into the higher education, for that
reason we have proposed this model, which pays special
attention to improve the flexibility and quality of educational
institutions. Students will have more options to choose what
they want to study and where they wish to do it. In addition,
students that have fewer resources or that don’t have the
possibility to study in a different place where they live, will
be able to make higher studies through internet connection
and the e-learning platforms provided by the university.
Therefore we are not only globalizing and unifying the
subjects and studies’ plans, but we are extending the
education to the student’s home.
In future studies we are going to face the challenge of
adapt the model to the European scope. Once unified the
model at local scope, the adaptation and unification in a
wider environment is easier. However, it will create new
issues that have to be faced through negotiations among
affected countries inside of the continent. Into these
negotiations, the best statistics and results derived from the
application of the model proposed will have more weight.
Thus, we will have real feedbacks to take into consideration
and to improve both the model and the learning
methodology.
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