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Dear Reader, it is our pleasure to present to you Pro-
ceedings of the 2010 International Multiconference on
Computer Science and Information Technology (IMCSIT),
which took place in Wista, Poland, on October 18-20, 2010.
IMCSIT 2010 and was co-located with the XXVI Autumn
Meeting of the Polish Information Processing Society
(PIPS ).

IMCSIT is a result of the evolutionary process. In 2005 a
Scientific Session took place during the XXI Autumn Meet-
ing of PIPS and consisted of 27 refereed presentations. After
this relative success (we have advertised the Session very
late in the year) we have decided to expand and extend it
into a full-blown conference but continue cooperation (co-
location) with the Autumn Meetings of PIPS. As a result of
a steady growth, in 2010, IMCSIT consisted of the follow-
ing events (and Proceedings are organized into sections that
correspond to each of them):

+ 5th International Symposium Advances in Artificial
Intelligence and Applications (AAIA'10),

*  Workshop on Agent Based Computing: from
Model to Implementation VII (ABC:MI'10),

+ International Workshop on Advances in Business

ICT (ABICT'10),

+ Computer Aspects of Numerical Algorithms
(CANA"0),

» Computational Linguistics—Applications
(CLA'0),

+ 10th International Multidisciplinary Conference on
e-Commerce and e-Government
(ECOM&EGOV'10),

+ International Symposium on E-Learning—
Applications (EL-A'10),

« 6th Workshop on Large Scale Computations on
Grids and 1st Workshop on Scalable Computing in
Distributed Systems (LaSCoG-SCoDiS'10),

* 2nd International Workshop on Medical
Informatics and Engineering (MI&E'10),

* 3rd International Symposium on Multimedia—
Applications and Processing (MMAP'10),

« International Workshop on Real Time Software
(RTS'10),

*  4th International Workshop on Secure Information
Systems (SIS'10),

+ International Symposium on Technologies for
Social Advancement (T4SA'10),

»  Workshop on Ad-Hoc Wireless Networks
(WAHOC'10),

«  Workshop on Computational Optimization
(WCO0'0).

Each of these events had its own Organizing and Program
Committee (listed in these Proceedings). We would like to
express our warmest gratitude to members of all of them for
their hard work in attracting and later refereeing 201 sub-
missions.

Maria Ganzha, Conference Chair, Systems Research
Institute Polish Academy of Sciences, Warsaw, Poland, and
Gdansk University, Gdansk, Poland.

Marcin Paprzycki, Systems Research Institute Polish
Academy of Sciences, Warsaw and Management Academy,
Warsaw, Poland.
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5™ International Symposium
Advances in Artificial Intelligence and Applications

CELEBRATING 75TH BIRTHDAY OF PROFESSOR LEONARD BoLc

he AAIA'10 will bring researchers, developers, practi-

tioners, and users to present their latest research, re-
sults, and ideas in all areas of artificial intelligence. We hope
that theory and successful applications presented at the
AAIA'10 will be of interest to researchers and practitioners
who want to know about both theoretical advances and latest
applied developments in Artificial Intelligence. As such
AAIA'10 will provide a forum for the exchange of ideas be-
tween theoreticians and practitioners to address the impor-
tant issues.

Papers related to theories, methodologies, and applica-
tions in science and technology in this theme are especially
solicited. Topics covering industrial issues/applications and
academic research are included, but not limited to:

+  Knowledge management

» Decision Support System

* Approximate Reasoning

* Fuzzy modeling and control

+ Data Mining

*  Web Mining

* Machine learning

* Combining multiple knowledge sources in an in-
tegrated intelligent system

* Neural Networks

* Evolutionary Computation

+ Artificial Immune Systems

* Ant Systems in Applications

+ Natural Language processing

+ Image processing and understanding (interpreta-
tion)

* Applications in Bioinformatics

* Hybrid Intelligent Systems

*  Granular Computing

+ Architectures of intelligent systems

* Robotics

» Real-world applications of Intelligent Systems
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A Breast Cancer Classifier based on a Combination
of Case-Based Reasoning and Ontology Approach

Essam Amin M.Lotfy Abdrabou
Ph.D Candidate
Faculty of Computer and Information Sciences
Ain Shams University, Abbassia, 11566, Cairo, EGYPT
(+202) 26330636
Email: gm@ceslabs.com

Abstract—Breast cancer is the second most common form of
cancer amongst females and also the fifth most cause of cancer
deaths worldwide. In case of this particular type of malignancy,
early detection is the best form of cure and hence timely and
accurate diagnosis of the tumor is extremely vital. Extensive
research has been carried out on automating the critical diagnosis
procedure as various machine learning algorithms have been
developed to aid physicians in optimizing the decision task
effectively. In this research, we present a benign/malignant breast
cancer classification model based on a combination of ontology
and case-based reasoning to effectively classify breast cancer
tumors as either malignant or benign. This classification system
makes use of clinical data. Two CBR object-oriented frameworks
based on ontology are used jCOLIBRI and myCBR. A breast
cancer diagnostic prototype is built. During prototyping, we
examine the use and functionality of the two focused frameworks.

Index Terms—Case-Based Reasoning, Case-Based Reasoning
Frameworks, CBR, CBR Frameworks, jCOLIBRI, myCBR,
Breast Cancer

I. INTRODUCTION

REAST cancer classification, diagnosis and prediction
B techniques have been a widely researched area in the past
decade in the world of medical informatics. Several articles
have been published which tries to classify breast cancer data
sets using various techniques such as fuzzy logic, support
vector machines, Bayesian classifiers, decision trees and neural
networks. Classification accuracy as high as 98.8% has been
achieved using a learning algorithm combining simulated an-
nealing with the perceptron algorithm. Another study involving
fuzzy modeling and cooperative co-evolution has gained an
accuracy of 98.98% over one of the widely studied Wisconsin
breast cancer database [16].

This research applies a new technique in the field of
breast cancer classification. It uses a combination of ontology
and case-based reasoning by using ontology based object-
oriented case-based reasoning frameworks. Two frameworks
are examined in building the classifier. One is the open source
JCOLIBRI [5] system developed by GAIA group and provides
a framework for building CBR systems based on state-of-the-
art software engineering techniques. The other is the novel
open source CBR tool myCBR [24] developed at the German
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Research Center for Artificial Intelligence (DFKI). The objec-
tive of this classifier is to classify the patient based on his/her
electronic record whether he/she is benign or malignant.

This paper is organized in four sections. Section 1 is this
introduction. Section 2 gives a theoretical background about
breast cancer, ontology, CBR and object-oriented frameworks.
Section 3 illustrates the implementation of the breast cancer
classifier on the two frameworks. Finally, section 4 discusses
and concludes the results

II. THEORITICAL BACKGROUND
A. Breast Cancer

Breast cancer is the form of cancer that either originates
in the breast or is primarily present in the breast cells. The
disease occurs mostly in women but a small population of
men is also affected by it. Breast cancer is the most common
form of cancer amongst the female population as well as the
most common cause of cancer deaths [25]. Early detection
of breast cancer saves many thousands of lives each year.
Many more could be saved if the patients are offered accurate,
timely analysis of their particular type of cancer and the
available treatment options. Since the breast tumors whether
malignant or benign share structural similarities, it becomes
an extremely tedious and time consuming task to manually
differentiate them. As seen in Figure 1 there is no visually
significant difference between the fine needle biopsy image of
the malignant and benign tumor for an untrained eye. Accurate

Fig. 1. Fine needle biopsies of breast. Malignant (left) and Benign (right) [25]
classification is very important as the potency of the cytotoxic
drugs administered during the treatment can be life threatening
or may develop into another cancer. Laboratory analysis or
biopsies of the tumor is a manual, time consuming yet accurate



system of prediction. It is however prone to human errors,
creating a need for an automated system to provide a faster
and more reliable method of diagnosis and prediction for the
patients.

B. Ontology

Ontology is a formal explicit description of concepts in a
domain of discourse (classes (sometimes called concepts)),
properties of each concept describing various features and
attributes of the concept (slots (sometimes called roles or
properties)), and restrictions on slots (facets (sometimes called
role restrictions)). Ontology together with a set of individual
instances of classes constitutes a knowledge base. In reality,
there is a fine line where the ontology ends and the knowledge
base begins [8].

C. Case-Based Reasoning

In case-based reasoning (CBR) systems expertise is em-
bodied in a library of past cases, rather than being encoded in
classical rules. Each case typically contains a description of the
problem, plus a solution and/or the outcome. The knowledge
and reasoning process used by an expert to solve the problem
is not recorded, but is implicit in the solution. To solve a
current problem: the problem is matched against the cases in
the case base, and similar cases are retrieved. The retrieved
cases are used to suggest a solution that is reused and tested
for success. If necessary, the solution is then revised. Finally
the current problem and the final solution are retained as part
of a new case.

The CBR process can be represented by a schematic cycle,
as shown in Figure 2 [1].
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Fig. 2. The CBR Cycle
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Representation: Given a new situation, generate appropriate
semantic indices that will allow its classification and catego-
rization. This usually implies a standard indexing vocabulary
that the CBR system uses to store historical information
and problems. The vocabulary must be rich enough to be
expressive, but limited enough to allow efficient recall [2].

Retrieval: Given a new, indexed problem, retrieve the best
past cases from memory. This requires answering three ques-
tions: What constitute an appropriate case? What are the
criteria of closeness or similarity between cases? How should
cases be indexed? Part of the index must be a description of the
problem that the case solved, at some level of abstraction. Part
of the case, though, is also the knowledge gained from solving
the problem represented by the case. In other words, cases
should also be indexed by some elements of their solution [11].

Adaptation: Modify the old solutions to confirm to the new
situation, resulting in a proposed solution. With the exception
of trivial situations, the solution recalled will not immediately
apply to the new problem, usually because the old and the
new problem are slightly different. CBR researchers have
developed and used various adaptation techniques [11].

Validation: After the system checks a solution, it must
evaluate the results of this check. If the solution is acceptable,
based on some domain criteria, the CBR system is done with
reasoning. Otherwise, the case must be modified again, and
this time the modifications will be guided by the results of the
solution’s evaluation [11].

Update: If the solution fails, explain the failure and learn
it, to avoid repeating it. If the solution succeeds and warrants
retention, incorporate it into the case memory as a successful
solution and stop. The CBR system must decide if a successful
new solution is sufficiently different from already-known solu-
tions to warrant storage. If it does warrant storage, the system
must decide how the new case will be indexed, on which level
of abstraction it will be saved, and where it will be put in the
case-base organization [11].

Retaining the case is the process of incorporating whatever
is useful from the new case into the case library. This involves
deciding what information to retain and in what form to retain
it; how to index the case for future retrieval; and integrating
the new case into the case library.

D. CBR Object-Oriented Frameworks

The concept of object-oriented frameworks has been intro-
duced in the late 80’s and has been defined as a set of classes
that embodies an abstract design for solutions to a family of
related problems, and supports reuses at a larger granularity
than classes [9].

The goal of a framework is to capture a set of concepts
related to a domain and the way they interact. In addition, a
framework is in control of a part of the program activity and
calls specific application code by dynamic method binding.
A framework can be viewed as an incomplete application
where the user only has to specialize some classes to build
the complete application [9].
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Frameworks allow the reuse of both code and design for a
class of problems, giving the ability to non-expert to write
complex applications quickly. Frameworks also allow the
development of prototypes which could be extended further
on by specialization or composition. A framework once un-
derstood, it can be applied in a wide range of domain, and
can be enhanced by the adding of new components [9].

Using frameworks for development of new applications
helps improve software quality. It improves programmers’
productivity and quality, performance, and reliability of soft-
ware. It also enhances extensibility by providing the required
methods that allow applications to extend its stable inter-
faces [20]. Figure 3 clearly shows the difference of the effort
required for developing an application from scratch and using
a framework [15].

Starting from scratch Using a framework

100% ¢ 100%

: Application
- Development

Application
Development

B0% 80%

60% 4 B60%
40% | 40% |
20% {8 20%

0% 0% =

MONTHS MONTHS

Fig. 3. Development Effort Reduction by using Frameworks

CBR researchers agree that the best way to satisfy the
increasing demand of developing CBR application is by de-
velopment of frameworks. Recently, some efforts within the
CBR community have developed CBR frameworks [20]. This
paper focuses on two of them jCOLIBRI developed by GAIA
group and myCBR developed by DFKI group.

III. EXPERIMENTS

A. Breast Cancer Classifications

Breast cancer has become the number one cause of cancer
deaths amongst women. Once a breast cancer is detected, it
can be classified benign (not cancerous tissue) or malignant
(cancerous tissue). In this study, the two compared CBR
frameworks are tested by developing a CBR application that
classifies the condition of the breast cancer tumor whether
it is benign or malignant. Wisconsin breast cancer data set
was used for building the case-bases. It is obtained from
the University of Wisconsin Hospitals, Madison from Dr.
William H. Wolberg [14]. Samples inside the data set arrive
periodically as Dr. Wolberg reports his clinical cases. The
number of instances inside the dataset is 699 (as of 15
July 1992). Each record contains ten attributes plus the class
attribute. Table I shows the attributes and their possible values.
65.5% of the elements belong to the benign class and 34.5% to
the malignant class. 16 elements are incomplete (an attribute
is missing) and have been excluded from the database.

TABLE I

WISCONSIN BREAST CANCER DATASET
No. Attribute Possible Value
1 Sample code number id number
2 Clump Thickness 1-10
3 Uniformity of Cell Size 1-10
4 Uniformity of Cell Shape 1-10
5 Marginal Adhesion 1-10
6 Single Epithelial Cell Size 1-10
7 Bare Nuclei 1-10
8 Bland Chromatin 1-10
9 Normal Nucleoli 1-10
10 Mitoses 1-10
11 Class (2 for benign, 4 for malignant)

B. jCOLIBRI

1) Overview: jCOLIBRI is an evolution of the COLIBRI
architecture [7], that consisted of a library of problem solv-
ing methods (PSMs) for solving the tasks of a knowledge-
intensive CBR system along with ontology, CBROnto [8],
with common CBR terminology. COLIBRI was prototyped in
LISP using LOOM as knowledge representation technology.
This prototype served as proof of concept; was very useful but
it is not helpful for non-expert users. Then, people at GAIA
group have started to develop a new complete framework with
the name of jCOLIBRI. It stands for Cases and Ontology
Libraries Integration for Building Reasoning Infrastructures.
CBR ontology assumes the same vocabulary provided by any
CBR system. In jCOLIBRI, ontology is not represented as a
new source. All concepts of CBR are mapped into classes and
interfaces of framework. Classes that represent the concept of
ontology serve as templates where new CBR types should be
added. They also provide the tasks and abstract interface of the
methods. The design of the jJCOLIBRI framework comprises
a hierarchy of Java classes plus a number of XML files. The
framework is organized around the following elements [2]:
Tasks and methods: The tasks supported by the framework
and the methods that solve them are all stored in a set of
XML files.

Case-base: Different connectors are defined to support several
types of case determination, from the file system to a database.
Cases: A number of interfaces and classes are included in the
framework to provide an abstract representation of cases that
support any type of actual case structure.

Problem solving methods: The actual code that supports the
methods included in the framework.

The jCOLIBRI comes in two major releases version 1 and
version 2. According to the tutorial [19], version 2 is a new im-
plementation that follows a new and clear architecture divided
into two layers: one oriented to developers and other oriented
to designers. Unfortunately, the only available distribution of
version 2 is the one that is oriented to the developers which
is out of scope of this paper. jJCOLIBRI version 1 is the first
release of the framework. It includes a complete Graphical
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Fig. 4. Implementation in jJCOLIBRI

User Interface (GUI) that guides the user in the design of a
CBR system. This version is recommended for non-developer
users that want to create CBR systems without programming
any code which is exactly the scope in this study. As a result,
version 1 is selected to implement the required application.
Downloading of the jCOLIBRI is an easy task; it can be
obtained through the web page of GAIA group. It comes in
a compressed distribution that can be easily extracted to have
the full package. To run jJCOLIBRI, there is a ready batch file
(we are using MS Windows®) platform) that can be invoked
directly to run JCOLIBRI. It is required to have JAVA Virtual
Machine installed before running the batch file. By invoking
this batch file we get the first screen of the framework GUI.

2) Implementation: By the help of the multimedia tutorials
provided and the GUI of the jJCOLIBRI, users can go through
five steps to implement and deploy a CBR System. These steps
are

o Definition of case structures

o Building the case-base

o Managing similarity measures

o Configuring the behavior of the CBR process
o Testing and deploying the CBR application

Definition of Case Structures: By using jJCOLIBRI GUI users
are able to create the case structure defining simple and
compound attributes that describe the cases together with
their types, weights, similarity measure -that is chosen from
a library of existing similarity functions and parameters. The
case structure can be saved or loaded in and from a XML file.
Figure 4(a) shows the definition of the patient case parameters.

Building the case-base: jCOLIBRI introduces the concept
of Connectors which cases persistence is built around. Con-
nectors are objects that know how to access and retrieve
cases from the storage media and return those cases to the
CBR system in a uniform way. Therefore connectors provide
an abstraction mechanism that allows users to load cases
from different storage sources in a transparent way [24] [21].

Defined connectors can work with plain text files, XML files,
or relational data bases. The graphical interface helps mapping
the defined case structure with the tables and columns from
the storage scheme. Figure 4(b) shows how the patient case
structure is mapped to columns in a text file containing the
Wisconsin data set patient records.

Managing similarity measures: When two cases are compared,
the local similarity functions are used to compare simple
attribute values. Global similarity functions are linked to
compound attributes and are used to gather the similarities of
the collected attributes in a unique similarity value. At last, the
similarity value of two cases is computed as the similarity of
their description concepts. The available similarity measures
are listed in a configuration file, and can be managed using
the GUI. Since our problem is simple, we leave the default
similarity assigned by jCOLIBRI.

Configuring the behavior of the CBR process: As introduced,
JCOLIBRI formalizes the CBR knowledge using CBR ontol-
ogy (CBROnto), a knowledge level description of the CBR
tasks and a library of reusable Problem Solving Methods
(PSMs) [21]. Configuration of tasks is done in an interactive
approach by choosing from a library of reusable methods
one that is suitable to solve the selected task. Constraints of
the selected task are being tracked during the configuration
process so that only applicable methods in the given context
are offered to users. In our comparison we focus only on the
retrieval task. Figure 4(c) shows the configured tasks in the
breast cancer application.

Testing and deploying the CBR application: The CBR appli-
cation is finished when all the tasks have been configured.
Users can test the system from inside the graphical interface.
The first task of the CBR system, (Obtain query task)y obtains
the query that is going to be used to retrieve the most similar
cases. Figure 4(d) shows the GUI after a query. We tested
the 16 records that are excluded from the dataset according
to one missing value. Only two missed classifications are
obtained. Documentation mentions that it is possible to deploy
the developed CBR application by generating a code template
with most of the code required to run the developed system
as an independent application. We have tried this process but
it is completely failed.

C. myCBR

1) Overview: myCBR is an open-source plug-in for the
open-source ontology editor Protégé [6]. Protégé is based
on Java, is extensible, and provides a plug-and-play envi-
ronment that makes it a flexible base for rapid prototyping
and application development [4]. Protégé [4] allows defining
classes and attributes in an object-oriented way. Furthermore,
it manages instances of these classes, which myCBR interprets
as cases [22]. So the handling of vocabulary and case base
is already provided by Protégé. The myCBR plug-in provides
several editors to define similarity measures for an ontology
and a retrieval interface for testing [24]. As the main goal of
myCBR is to minimize the effort for building CBR applications
that require knowledge-intensive similarity measures, myCBR
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